California Fuel Cell Partnership





CaFCP Quarterly Update

Oct 2009-Dec 2009
	Background


The California Fuel Cell Partnership is a unique collaborative of auto manufacturers, energy companies, fuel cell technology companies, and government agencies, including SCAQMD. This report summarizes CaFCP activity in or related to Southern California for the period July 2009-September 2009.

From 2008-2012, CaFCP will focus on building the foundations for the commercialization of hydrogen fuel cell vehicles:

1. Establish and maintain a common vision for the market transition in California

2. Identify hydrogen fuel needs by year and location

3. Provide a forum to match fueling station partners 

4. Facilitate an ongoing dialogue to determine future hydrogen fueling stations

5. Maintain an accurate database of existing and planned stations in California

6. Prepare communities in California by educating local officials, including fire professionals about hydrogen and fuel cell vehicles

The following activities are examples of work toward achieving these goals. 
	Public Events and Conferences


	Santa Monica Alternative Energy & Transportation Expo Oct 2-3
(Right) At the Santa Monica AltCarExpo, CaFCP provided a Ride&Drive and an information exhibit for event goers.
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	2009 Costa Mesa Electric Vehicle Parade Nov. 7
(Right) CaFCP participated with a fleet of fuel cell vehicle in the first annual electric vehicle parade.
	[image: image2.jpg]<o s
R g

g

s o s o






	2009 Fuel Cell Seminar (Palm Springs, CA) Nov. 17-19
CaFCP coordinated the Ride&Drive at the 2010 Fuel Cell Seminar in Palm Springs, CA.  Sunline Transit brought out their hydrogen fuel cell bus (Right)
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Governor’s Global Climate Summit (October 1-2, 2009): CaFCP provided a Ride&Drive and an informational exhibit about hydrogen fuel cell vehicles in California.

Opportunity Green (Nov 7-8): CaFCP took part in the third annual Opportunity Green conference..

Bloomberg Cars and Fuels Briefing (Dec 1): CaFCP participated in a one-day event bringing together investors, policy makers, business leaders, entrepreneurs and scientists in a discussion on transportation and energy.

Los Angeles Auto Show (Dec 1): CaFCP assisted Gov. Schwarzenegger’s staff with a press conference highlighting hydrogen fuel cell vehicles.

	Emergency Responder Training


Emergency responder training and fire community outreach is an important aspect of the goal to support member fleets and stations. Workshops given by CaFCP and by our members include:
· Orange County Fire Authority- November 2-4

· Fire Trainers Symposium, Fresno, CA-November 17

· Rollout of the Ca State Fire Training F-STEP course in Alternative Fueled Vehicles, including CaFCP’s material on hydrogen and FCV’s
· Beverly Hills Fire Department- December 15-18

	Beverly Hills FD ER Workshop-December 15-18, 2009
Beverly Hills arranged a workshop as a result their Training Officer attending the talk during Firehouse World and subsequently scheduling for us to present to their department. 
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	Beverly Hills FD-static display of the GM Equinox Fuel Cell Vehicle in their training yard. 
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	Date
	Southern California Training
	Northern California Training
	Out of State
	Total

	Q1 2009
	30
	22
	
	52

	Q2 2009
	71
	
	13
	84

	Q3 2009
	
	260
	250
	510

	Q4 2009
	161
	12
	
	173


	Technical Program Updates


CaFCP has several technical programs with teams that meet regularly to work on interoperability issues such as hydrogen quality, fueling systems, station testing and public access. This work helps achieve the goal of enabling a California fueling infrastructure. 
CaFCP Bus Team

Several participants of the Bus Team collaborated on a letter to Mr. Ray LaHood, US Secretary of Transportation. In this letter the signees emphasized the importance for the DOT to invest in fuel cell bus technology and help it move forward to commercialization in the 2015 timeframe. The request focused on the importance of demonstration projects on the order of 100-200 FCBs and financial support for these projects from the Federal Transit Administration. More information about this letter can be provided on request.

The Bus Team meeting did not meet in Q4 in Southern California, due to scheduling conflicts of the participants. The Bus Team meeting was moved to Tuesday January 19 at SunLine in Thousand Palms and another meeting is planned for early April at AC Transit in Oakland. 
Infrastructure Development

CaFCP Action Plan (CHAP)/Station operators meetings
CaFCP staff continue their outreach activities to local officials and leaders in each of the four Los Angeles area priority communities in support of the “Hydrogen Fuel Cell Vehicle and Station Deployment Plan”(aka Action Plan).  As part of the ongoing efforts to manage a transition from the current R&D hydrogen station network to a future retail oriented network, the CaFCP sponsored a hydrogen station operators meeting in October.  The meeting took place in Downtown Disney and provided an open forum for station builders, operators, fleet managers and station funders to get together and discuss current trends and challenges facing the industry.  There was a very well rounded group of attendees who participated in lively debates regarding things such as charging for hydrogen fuel in the future (spurred on by a presentation from John Mough of CA Dept of Food and Agriculture—Division of Measurement Standards) and station funding opportunities.  The meeting also provides a key opportunity for lessons learned to be shared from current to future operators, so that costly mistakes don’t delay the development and deployment of new stations.
Real Time Station Status (SOSS)

The fourth quarter saw the launch of the updated SOSS mobile platform.  Using a handheld device, it is possible to access station status at www.fleet.cafcp.org.  Four stations now participate in SOSS, with the most recent addition being Shell’s Culver City station.   Work will continue in the early quarters of 2010 to continue to improve SOSS with development plans for SMS updates to cell phones and the addition of  mapping capabilities to the mobile site.
Hydrogen Vehicle Authorization System (HVAS)

The HVAS project team kicked off in Q4 of 2009.  HVAS is a system to identify vehicles as authorized to fuel by means of static communication.  The HVAS team was formed to identify the communication technology or technologies, to determine the information to be transmitted, as well as the scope and purpose of the system.  All resources related to the HVAS project are posted at http://cafcpmembers.org/membersonly/technical-programs/hvas.   
Hydrogen Quality

MBS:The MBS project is considered tabled for the current quarter.  The composition has been identified and no additional steps are currently required. 
HQSA:  No testing was conducted in Q4 of 2010.
Codes and Standards

CaFCP staff support multiple codes and standards efforts including ASTM, ASME, CSA, DMS, ISO, NIST, and SAE. The staff provides liaison reports to the standard development organizations ensuring collaboration as well as reporting back to the members.
ASTM: Seven hydrogen quality sampling and analysis standards sent to go to ballot. One item is a published standard.  CaFCP co-funded two of the standards currently in ballot.
NIST: The draft changes to HB44 and HB130 were presented to the Regional Weights and Measures. 
SAE: J2601 being balloted at SAE. CaFCP staff supporting with collaboration and bus fueling data for second release of J2601.
	Media Outreach, Legislative Outreach, Website Activity and Materials



	


Outreach activities and tools show how CaFCP works towards the goal of being a leading source of information. The media and outreach position was relocated to Southern California, providing greater outreach potential for the region.
Media

CaFCP Media outreach by the numbers.  CaFCP strives to be credible sources of information for journalist interested in hydrogen and fuel cell vehicle activity in California.

Total: 74 hits

· Television: 19 

· Radio: 7

· Print: 35

· Online (Blogs and other news dedicated websites): 13

· Interviews: 51% (% of contacts)

· Northern California: 18%

· Southern California: 15%

· National: 39%

· International: 28%

CaFCP 2.0

In 2009, CaFCP’s social media campaign actively utilized new media tools in Web logs(blogs), Facebook, Twitter, CaFCP’s public website and our monthly subscriber newsletter

Facebook

Facebook is a social media network we have been using to post videos, articles, information, and allow those with an interest in hydrogen and fuel cells  to learn and connect. 

The Facebook page can be a useful tool to gain awareness and promote upcoming CaFCP events. The first test was promoting the Santa Monica Alt Fuels. A number of conference attendees heard about the event through our Facebook page. The immediate goal is to increase page traffic and interaction. The longer-term goal is for fans to use it to share information and links with each other. 

	
	September
	October
	November

	Number of fans:
	359
	619
	687

	Posts
	44
	45
	25

	Total Interactions:
	65
	145
	94

	Unique Visitors:
	1,685
	2,912
	796

	Page Views:
	2,869
	4,698
	1,974

	Photo Views:
	153
	684
	344


Twitter

Twitter is one of the fastest growing social media tools today. CaFCP created its Twitter account on February 2, 2009 as part of a “listening” phase. After developing the Communications Team Social Media Strategy plan, it was found that Twitter would be a tool used for communicating in real time. CaFCP’s tweets are focused on factual information about CaFCP member activity and technology.
	
	September
	October
	November
	Change in November

	Total followers
	94
	116
	140
	24

	Total Tweets
	150
	197
	296
	99

	Retweets
	38
	51
	61
	10

	TwitPics
	6
	15
	25
	10

	TwitPic Views
	414
	740
	1024
	284


	Upcoming Southern California Activities in 2010


· Firehouse World San Diego (San Diego, CA) Mar 1-4

· Los Angeles Environmental Education Fair (Arcadia, CA) Mar 27

· American Lung Association Stair Climb (Los Angeles, CA) Apr 24
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