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Chairman's 'Helping Hand Initiative for 2009'
	
Element and Objective
	
Staff and Reporting

	
#1.  Clean Air Technology Conference
· Objective:  Bring together clean air technology developers and funders (e.g., investment bankers, venture capital fund providers) to expedite introduction of new, low-emission technology.
· Description:  Host a Clean Air Technology Conference with the following goals:
A. Provide a networking opportunity between new 
     technology developers and potential funding sources to 
     increase access to capital during the current difficult 
     economic climate;

B. Showcase emerging clean air technologies 
     that can help “green” California’s economy and assist in
     achieving federal clean air standards and AB 32 
     objectives;

C. Further enhance the role that AQMD's TAO office has
     played in development and deployment of low- and zero-
     emissions technologies, and develop an ongoing 
     mechanism to place technology providers in contact with 
     possible funding sources.

· Time Frame:  July/August 2009
· Estimated Budget: $300,000 total; $150,000 Clean Fuels monies plus $150,000 in government and private sector sponsorships.


	· Lead:
Technology Advancement
Chung Liu
x. 2105

· Board Committee:
Technology

	
#2.  Co-Sponsor Educational/Training & Public/Private Partnerships for New Technology Installation & Maintenance
· Objective:  Ensure that available new low- and zero-emission technologies are properly installed & cared for after their introduction.

· Description:  Build upon AQMD's past partnerships with the community college system and other local technology education providers to offer training programs in areas of alternative fuel vehicle maintenance, retrofit pollution control system installation, and other air pollution related automobile repair; to establish customer service centers in major truck stops to provide training via workshops on retrofit and smartway truck technology transfer and technical assistance.  Also include active partnering with local governments on education and worker training to implement AB 811 (Levine) – Energy Efficiency Improvements.

[AB 811 allows property owners to enter into contractual assessments with their local government to finance the installation of distributed generation by a renewable energy source or energy efficiency improvements that are permanently fixed to real property.]
· Time Frame:  March 2009 to July 2010 – multiple projects
· Estimated Budget:  Up to $2,000,000 from Clean Fuels monies, plus matching funds from AB 118, state and federal economic incentive packages, and other available funding sources.


	· Lead:
Technology Advancement
Chung Liu
x. 2105

· Board Committee:
Technology

	
#3.  Partner with Cities and Counties to Co-Sponsor Additional Tree Planting in South Coast Region
· Objective:  Reduce near-term cost barriers to regional tree planting and achieve greenhouse gas benefits and other pollutant reductions that stem from a healthy urban forest.

· Description:  Offer funding to local cities and counties for urban tree planting and associated maintenance; select tree types that are low-polluting and/or have the potential for assisting with sustainable fuel production; and, include student participation with an educational component to further promote environmental stewardship in tomorrow’s leaders.  Design the program to encourage in-kind services and/or matching funds from local government participants to expand the number of trees planted.
· Time Frame:  March 2009 to June 2010
· Estimated Budget:  $1,500,000 from Rule 1309.1 Mitigation Fund, plus in-kind participation by local government.


	· Lead:  
Planning
Elaine Chang
x. 3186
· Board Committee:
Administrative


(Continued)

	
#4.  Provide Enhanced Customer Service Activities for Permit Applicants and Permit Holders

· Objective:  Enhance customer access to agency services and increase compliance flexibility without sacrificing emission reductions.

· Description:

A.
Offer one-year extension for already-issued Permits-to-Construct, if needed to accommodate financing delays for required control equipment.


B.
Limit current requirement for upfront purchase of RECLAIM trading credits for new equipment by facility operators to the first year of operation, and require quarterly reconciliation after the first year.



C.
Conduct open house for permit assistance one Saturday per month at AQMD headquarters;  invite other environmental permitting authorities to join so as to enable 'one-stop' permitting assistance & processing more oriented to the needs of small businesses.

D.
Produce training videos on AQMD's air quality permit process as well as rule compliance tips and Clean Air Best Practices, where practicable, for a variety of small businesses;  accessible online 24 hours a day / 7 days a week through a variety of digital links.
· Time Frame:  March 2009 to December 2009
· Estimated Budget:  $175,000 from AQMD’s 2008/2009 and 2009/2010 operational budgets.  



	· Leads:






Engineering & Compliance
Mohsen Nazemi
x. 2662  

Planning
Elaine Chang
x. 3186


Engineering & Compliance
Mohsen Nazemi
x. 2662



Engineering & Compliance
and Public Affairs
Mosen Nazemi, x. 2662, and Oscar Abarca, x. 3242


· Board Committee:
Stationary
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